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Introduction 

The congregation of St James would like to express their sincerest sympathy to 

Sally’s family and friends. Sally was a wonderful friend and faithful member to 

us. She will be sorely missed. We hope that these words will bring consolation 

to her family. 

 

Call to Worship 

The souls of the righteous are in God’s hand, no torment will touch them, they 

are at peace. 

We have come to this place to take our final leave of Sarah Linton, whom we all 

know as Sally, to remember her with gratitude and sadness. We are grateful for 

a generous and loving mother, grandmother and friend and we grieve because 

Sally is now beyond our reach, but not as I firmly believe beyond God’s Loving 

care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer 

Gracious God, 

You promised to never leave us or forsake us, you have promised to be with us 

in happiness and grief in good days and in dark days and remembering your 

promise we lift up to you our sister Sally knowing that she is now at peace, and 

we commend to you her life with gratitude for who Sally was.  

We thank you for a successful and long life, for a lady who found her vocation in 

hairdressing and in running her own business, for hard work and dedication to 

what Sally loved to do. We give you thanks for a lifelong commitment to her 

family, for her generosity and dependability and we remember with gratitude 

Sally’s sense of humour that so often brightened our days. 

We give you thanks that we know Sally is now safe with you, that she has been 

saved through the blood of your son who died on the cross for her and for us, 

we give you thanks that we can let her go in the hope of the eternal life that was 

promised to her and to us all, that Sally believed in all her days.  

And yet, we find it hard to say goodbye, to acknowledge that our lives have 

changed irrevocably. May we be able to seek and find your comfort in times of 

pain and may we be assured that you keep us and all our family living and 

departed in your loving hand. Loving God, we know that you loved us before we 

were born and so we entrust Sally and ourselves to your loving care. 

We pray for all this in Jesus’ name. AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reading:  Isaiah 40, 25-31 

25 “To whom will you compare me? 
    Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 
26 Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: 
    Who created all these? 
He who brings out the starry host one by one 
    and calls forth each of them by name. 
Because of his great power and mighty strength, 
    not one of them is missing. 
27 Why do you complain, Jacob? 
    Why do you say, Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the LORD; 
    my cause is disregarded by my God”? 
28 Do you not know? 
    Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He will not grow tired or weary, 
    and his understanding no one can fathom. 
29 He gives strength to the weary 
    and increases the power of the weak. 
30 Even youths grow tired and weary, 
    and young men stumble and fall; 
31 but those who hope in the LORD 
    will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; 
    they will run and not grow weary, 
    they will walk and not be faint. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Short Eulogy 
 
It is not normally the custom to have a eulogy at such a service, but Sally was 
special, and she always deserved special treatment, and so allow me to say a 
few short words. 
Sarah, or Sally as we know her better Linton was born on 6 March 1928 on an 
Irish farm as the youngest of five siblings. And although she had to do largely 
without her parents’ support, whom she lost early, she made her way in the 
world. She trained to be a hairdresser at a top school in London, miles away from 
what used to be home and came back to Ireland to open her own hairdressing 
shop in Woodstock Road, Belfast. It must have been her kindness, her pride in 
good service and good quality and her sense of humour that would let her 
business flourish and allowed her a comfortable income. Sally was generous 
with her wealth and with her time and always thought of others. She would give 
her last penny if that was needed and was an excellent mother to Wilma and the 
sorely missed Rosemary; she never made a promise she could not keep.  
Sally had much in common with husband Robert, whom she met at Bangor Fair 
and married in 1957, the day before she turned 29.  The couple shared a love 
for animals, greyhounds in particular, but less specifically for their family dog 
and house cat and they both loved bowling. The couple and the family were 
close, and it speaks for Sally’s strength that she got the Christmas crackers out 
after her husband passed away, to have a normal family Christmas, because that 
was what Robert would have wanted. 
Church life was what carried Sally through life, ever since she lost her parents 
and she profoundly believed in a life after death, a life with Jesus Christ. Sally 
was a regular attender and a member of St James’ guild, and she would never 
miss a service at Newton Park Court. But she also joined in the fun things, the 
Christmas Parties and Christmas Fairs, the concerts of the concert party and over 
a cuppa after a service no one could make us all laugh like Sally could. 
We all, I am sure, remember Sally like this and so it is hard to acknowledge that 
this life is now gone from us, that we will no longer hear her laugh or see her 
smile and so it is all the more important to know and it is my sincere hope that 
you will take comfort in it, that Sally did not suffer, was not distressed when she 
took her final breath and that she looked peaceful in her passing. And it is my 
sincere hope that you will all be comforted by the belief that I share, and that 
Sally shared throughout her life that she is now with God, in a place where pain 
and suffering give way to joy as we all will be one day. AMEN 
 
 
 



Prayer of Intercession 
 
Loving God, 
 
We give you thanks for the privilege to have known in Sally a lady who made her 
mark on the world around her, we give you thanks for a successful life, a life of 
love and care for others and in giving thanks we remember those who were 
closest to Sally. 
 
We remember in prayer Wilma who grew up with Sally, knew her the longest, 
has the most reason to be grateful for her mother’s life and we remember Mark 
and also Drew whom Sally welcomed into her family.  
May they find the peace only you can give.  
And in this sad hour we also remember those who have gone before us and we 
commend especially Rosemary to God’s loving care.  
 

We pray for Martin and Peter who share their parents’ pain, who lost a loving 

grandmother, a loss felt keenly, that can never be replaced, a gap that cannot 

be filled. May they find comfort in you and in their family, we pray.  

We remember in prayer Sally’s many friends, especially those who cannot be 

here today, friends who accompanied her on her life’s journey, who relied on 

Sally and who she could rely on, we remember Lilian, Edith, Peps and Janey and 

all who cared for Sally. May they find the hope for eternal life through your son 

Jesus Christ. 

We remember in prayer all who cared for Sally and for people like Sally, doctors, 

nurses, carers in her last home and the staff at Newton Park Court, people who 

work tirelessly for men and women like Sally and find it hard when they can no 

longer help and we include Tina especially, who had a special place in Sally’s 

heart. Grant them strength and enthusiasm in their work for their sakes and for 

ours, we pray. 

And we pray for all this through Jesus Christ, the first to have risen from the 

dead. AMEN 

 

 

 



Committal 

 

The Lord says: Do not be afraid, I am the first and the last, I am the living one, I 

was dead and now I am alive forevermore (Rev 1,18) 

 Sarah (Sally) Linton is committed to God’s grace in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord, who died, was 

buried and rose again for us and is alive and reigns forever. AMEN 

 

Prayer 

As we go from this place and return to a life of work and leisure 

We acknowledge to you that our hearts are sore, and our wounds are raw, 

We acknowledge to you our grief and loss as we now say goodbye. 

Grant us the courage and strength to bring our loss to you  

and to share it with those we love, so we may be comforted. 

Grant us the hope and faith in your loving care,  

Knowing that Sally is beyond our reach but not beyond your love 

And when the time is right, grant us the courage to let go  

And give us the peace only you can give. 

For this we pray in Jesus’ name. AMEN 

 

Benediction 

And the God who is higher than all understanding guard you and guide you as 

you go from this place. And the almighty God, father, Son and Holy Spirit be with 

us all, now and forevermore. AMEN 

 

 

 

 



 


