
MARAGRET C. BRYAN 

 
Introduction 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Margaret’s family and with all who 
grieve for her, and we wish to offer our sincerest condolences to all 
who cared for Margaret. May eternal light shine upon her.  
 
Gathering/ Call  
 
 
 
The grace and the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all 

We have come to this place in this sad hour to take our leave of 

Margaret Cunningham Bryan to remember her life with sadness and 

with gratitude and to commend her to God’s grace. We remember 

Margaret with sadness because a loved and loving sister, mother, 

grandmother, great-grandmother and friend is no longer with us, we 

remember her with gratitude for a life that was valued by us and by 

God, a life that is no longer of this world, but, as I firmly believe God’s 

close to God and His loving care, as was promised to us through Jesus 

Christ when he promised that we will receive eternal life from heaven.  

 

 



Prayer 

Gracious God, 

You have promised that your unfailing love will follow us all the days 

of our lives, that you will be our rock and our fortress, that we can 

come to you in times of trouble. In remembering your promise and in 

bringing our loss before you we also remember the life of Margaret 

with gratitude for all that she was to those who knew and loved her, 

and we give you thanks for the quiet love, Margaret gave and received 

in her life and for the peace she knows now. May it be a comfort to all 

of us that she is now beyond earthly pain and suffering.  

 

We thank you for the memories we share of Margaret, for a close 

sisterly bond, for a love between her and those who grieve for her, 

that nothing could destroy. May those memories be a comfort to all 

who knew, loved and valued Margaret in times of grief and loss. May 

the memories we cherish be a sign for the unfailing love that you have 

shown to us. 

 

We give you thanks for your promise that as your son has risen from 

the dead you will raise us all to eternal life, where tears and pain give 

way to joy and comfort, In this sad hour let us all remember that you 

have sent your son Jesus Christ, so we are all offered the precious gift 

of salvation, that you have sent him to provide a place for each of us, 



let us live in the assurance that Margaret has now found a place in 

your house, as we all will. 

 

Loving God, 

 

You know that times of grief and loss can be overwhelming for us, that 

we seek peace and cannot find it. May we be able to seek and find 

your comfort in times of pain and may we be assured that you keep 

us and all our family, living and departed, in your loving hand. 

Loving God, we know that you have loved us before we were born and 

that your son has given his life as a ransom for many. We entrust 

Margaret and ourselves to your loving and forgiving care in this time 

of sadness and grief. 

 

For this we pray in Jesus’ name. AMEN 

 

Hymn: Abide with me 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Readings 

 

 Reading OT:  Psalm 121  

I lift up my eyes to the mountains— where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the LORD the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot slip— he who watches over you will not 
slumber; 
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The LORD watches over you— the LORD is your shade at your right 
hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD will keep you from all harm— he will watch over your life; 
8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and 
forevermore. 
 

 Reading NT:  Gospel of John 14  
 
Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also 
in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would 
I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 
with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the 
place where I am going.” 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26670a


 

Eulogy 
 
Let us now take a moment to remember our time with Margaret, the 

love she gained throughout her life, let us honour the good memories, 

let us honour the times of hardship and then commend her to God’s 

grace.  Jesus said: I am going to prepare a place for you and if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I shall come again and take you to myself so 

that where I am you shall be also, and so we take our leave of 

Margaret in the assurance that she is now with Christ Jesus, as he has 

promised to her and to all of us. And yet, it is hard to let go, hard to 

know that Margaret has gone before us to be with God and so let us 

take the time to share the sorrow we feel for a person who was 

important to all who have come here and let us take the time to share 

the memories of who Margaret was. 

Margaret Cunningham Bryan was born on 13 February 1940 in 

Maybole to Hugh Bryan, a ploughman and his wife Maggie 

Cunningham Bryan, and grew up in Ayrshire with her two brothers Bill 

and Hugh and her sisters Jean and Ann. The demands of their father’s 

job meant that the family moved around a bit and so it is not surprising 

that the siblings formed a strong bond and that Margaret and Jean in 

particular were close to each other throughout Margaret’s life.  

Margaret brought her three children John, Caroline and James up by 

herself and that was not always easy for all concerned. She sometimes 

worked as a school cleaner but most of the time she looked after her 



family as best she could, as her family was hugely important to her, 

and she was proud of her children and supported their hobbies. Thus, 

she encouraged her son John to showcase his artistic maps in case 

someone would want to buy them. John described her, when we met 

as “the strongest, most loving person you could meet”, a woman with 

a huge heart, always ready to help, always there with a listening ear, 

but also – though she would deny it- “as stubborn as they come” and 

when she had something to say she did not mince her words and got 

straight to the point.  

Margaret was a quiet person, quite content with her own company. 

She loved word searches, drawing and colouring in, at which she was 

particularly good, neatly filling out the spaces. Margaret liked the 

radio, and she was enthusiastic about any soap on telly, be that 

Emmerdale, Corrie or East Enders with a particular leaning perhaps 

towards “home and away” and she loved to discuss the characters’ 

developments and actions. Another favourite pastime of Margaret’s, 

one that her children inherited from her, was going for walks, 

preferably by the water, either along the shore or by the river Ayr, as 

long as the water was not too close. To go on the water, for example 

to travel by ferry to Ireland, was far more of a challenge, as she nearly 

drowned once when she was young. 

Margaret felt close to all her siblings throughout her life and on 

occasion she would together with Jean travel down south to visit her 

brother, even though generally she did not care much for travelling, 

and Jean, whom she saw regularly, always had a special place in her 

heart.  



Margaret’s life was not without sadness, as she lost two of her three 

children prematurely and according to John, she took it hard both 

times, worrying about very young grandchildren and grieving that she 

could not protect her own. 

Margaret spent the last part of her life in Glenfairn care home, a place 

where she was by all accounts happy. She was always grateful to the 

staff for doing their chores and for helping her, she would say “thank 

you” to the carers for every little kindness or even for doing their job, 

because to the last that was who she was. She got on well with the 

staff and one of her favourite places was a seat near the nurses’ 

station – so she could have a blether with whoever was on duty or 

indeed with other residents. Another favourite activity of hers was to 

walk in the garden and a few precious last memories were made there.  

Especially during these challenging times spending the last days well 

has been a challenge for many, and so it may be important and 

comforting to know that Margaret was not on her own during her last 

weeks and days, that Jean and David faithfully took up their Tuesday 

visiting slot to the last and that John was able to see her close to the 

end. The family and Margaret herself much preferred this to the 

hospital and so it was possible that John could hold her hand and 

communicate with her and most importantly that she was able to see 

the wee one, baby Summer before she passed away. And so it may be 

a comfort to all who are here that she was loved, that her son summed 

her up as “the most special woman that ever was” and that she, as I 

firmly believe was and is loved by God, who said to her and to all of us 

that he “ watches over you— the LORD is your shade at your right 

hand; the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night”, that 

he will watch over her coming and going now and forevermore, as he 

has promised to all of us. AMEN 



Intercession 

Loving God, 

 

We give you thanks for the privilege to have known in Margaret a lady 

who loved and was loved by her family, who gave all she could give in 

good times and in challenging times, we give you thanks for a lady who 

will be remembered and loved just the way she was. 

 

We pray for Margaret’s sisters Jean and Ann who knew Margaret best, 

grew up with her shared her childhood and youth, formed a bond that 

goes beyond friendship, for Eileen who was part of the family and for 

David, whose support is a source of strength.  

We ask that you may comfort them in their sorrow and that your 

peace, the peace that is not of this world, may fill their hearts in the 

midst of sorrow and grief.  

 

We hold in prayer Margaret’s son John, who was proud of his mother 

as she was proud of him, who held on to the family bond until her last 

day, who now grieves a loss that cannot be replaced.  Grant him the 

courage to grieve and the space to reflect on all that was and in these 

troubled time we make space to remember those who have gone 

before Margaret, we remember Bill and Hugh, Caroline and James and 

all who they leave behind. May they find your peace.  

 



We remember in prayer David and Jennifer, Andrew, Barry, Steven 

and Jake who have lost a grandmother who was a part of their lives, a 

part of their heritage and we especially pray for James, Bailey, JJ and 

baby Summer who will grow up with pictures and stories of their great 

grandmother.  

May they all find peace and consolation in you and in each other. 

 

We pray for the staff at Glenfairn Care Home, who tirelessly work for 

residents like Margaret, who had a special bond with her, making her 

feel special and valued and for the doctors and nurses who will feel 

the helplessness and sadness when there is a life they cannot save. 

Let them all keep their strength and enthusiasm for their work for 

their sake and for ours. 

 

For all this we pray in Jesus’ name. AMEN 

  



Hymn: The Lord is my shepherd 

 

Committal 

 

“For as by a man came death, by a man has come the resurrection of 

the dead. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive”. 

Margaret Cunningham Bryan is committed into the hands of God in the 

sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, through our 

Lord Jesus Christ who died was buried and rose again for us and is alive 

and reigns for evermore 

 

 

closing prayer 
 
Loving God, 

As we turn from this place to face the world with its noises and 

distractions 

We acknowledge before you that our hearts are sore 

And that our wounds are raw 

We acknowledge to you the grief of our loss,  

as we say goodbye to Margaret. 

Grant us the courage to grieve 

Grant us the courage to acknowledge our loss 

 so others have the chance to comfort us 



Grant us the trust that Margaret although she is now beyond our 

world 

 is safely in your loving care and let us look to you in hope,  

the hope that you have prepared a place for all of us 

so we may find your comfort and your peace. 

For this we pray in Jesus’ name. AMEN 

AMEN 

 

Benediction 

And the God who is higher than all our understanding, God the 

Father Son and Holy Spirit be with us all. AMEN 

 

 


