
John Anderson 

 
 

Introduction 

 

At St James we mourn John as a friend and faithful and popular 

member and our thoughts and prayers are with his family. We hope 

that this service will bring comfort to all who cared for John. 

 

Gathering/ Call  

 

The grace and the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all 

We have gathered here in this sad hour to take our leave of John 

Gibson Anderson to remember his life with grief and with 

gratitude and to commend him to God’s grace,  

We remember John with grief because a much-loved father, 

grandfather and friend is no longer with us, we remember with 

gratitude a life that touched many. We remember a life that is now 

beyond our reach, that is beyond weakness and pain, but not, as I 

firmly believe beyond God’s loving care, as was promised to us 

through Jesus Christ when he said: I have gone to prepare a place 

for you 



2. Prayer 

 

Gracious God, 

 

You have promised that you will be with us all the days of our 

lives, that you will not let our foot stumble and guard us against all 

harm, that you will walk with us in the days of joy as well as in 

times of grief. Trusting in your promise and in bringing our loss 

before you we also remember the life of John with gratitude for all 

that he was to those who knew and loved him, for all that he was to 

those whose lives he touched. We give you thanks for his gentle 

and caring nature, for his diligent and reliable attitude to all he did, 

for his quiet presence that endeared him to many. May it be a 

comfort to all that John’s life will be remembered by many with 

gratitude 

 

We give you thanks for cherished memories of a kind and popular 

man, for a man capable of care, devotion and self-sacrifice, a man 

who gave and received love and friendship. We thank you for 

John’s commitment to the church, for his commitment to you and 

to others. 

 



We give you thanks for your son Jesus Christ, the first to have 

risen from the dead, who has come to earth, so we all are raised to 

eternal life, a life without pain, a life without suffering at your side. 

In this difficult time let us all remember that you have sent your 

son Jesus Christ, so none of us is lost, so nothing can part us from 

your loving presence, let us live in the trust, that John is now with 

you, never to be separated from your love again, as we all will be. 

 

Loving God, 

 

You know us and you see us in times of grief and loss as well as in 

times of joy. You know our hearts, you know our sorrow, you 

know how to touch us and to comfort us. May we be able to seek 

and find your loving presence in times of pain and may we be 

assured that you keep us all in your hands, whatever may befall us. 

Loving God, we know that you have loved us before we knew you 

and that your son has given his life to save ours and to bring us 

close to you. We entrust our brother John and ourselves to you in 

this difficult time. May we find you when we seek you. 

 

And we pray all this through Jesus Christ, the first to have risen 

from the dead. AMEN 

 



3. Hymn: The Lord is my shepherd 

 

4.  Readings 

 

Reading OT:  Isaiah 40, 28-31 

 

Do you not know? 

    Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He will not grow tired or weary, 

    and his understanding no one can fathom. 
29 He gives strength to the weary 

    and increases the power of the weak. 
30 Even youths grow tired and weary, 

    and young men stumble and fall; 
31 but those who hope in the LORD 

    will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; 

    they will run and not grow weary, 

    they will walk and not be faint. 

 

Reading NT: John 6 37 ff 

 

All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes 

to me I will never drive away. 38 For I have come down from 

heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 
39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of 

all those he has given me but raise them up at the last day. 40 For 

my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and 

believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at 

the last day.” 

 



5. Eulogy  

 

Let us now take some time, time to remember John’s life, a life of 

love and friendship, given and received, a life of hard work and 

dedication, a life of care for others, a life of faith, let us honour the 

memories we have of John, memories that will stay with us, let us 

look back on the times we shared with him and then commend him 

to God’s grace.  

The Bible tells us that God gives strength to the weary, that they 

will walk and not grow faint, we have the firm assurance that 

through Jesus Christ there is a place prepared for us in God’s 

presence, that we all shall be raised up on the last day to be with 

the father. We can live in the certain hope that nothing, neither 

pain nor hardship will separate John, will separate us from God. 

And yet, it is hard for all who cared for John, whose lives he 

touched, that he is now beyond our reach and so let us take the 

time to share the sorrow we feel for a person who was important to 

all who have come here and let us take time to share the memories 

of who John was.  

It was a privilege to have known John, it was a privilege to be 

invited into his home, it is now a privilege to tell his life story. 

John Gibson Anderson was born on 27 August 1933 as the son of 

Gregor Anderson, an ironworker and his wife Elizabeth and 

together with his half-sister Netta he grew up in Ayr, a town which 



remained John’s home throughout his life. John’s childhood was 

shaped by war and post war experiences, by air raids and rationing, 

a time he rarely spoke about. After leaving school he trained as a 

grocer with the co-operative but changed to insurance work not 

long after. John spent his National Service with the United Nations 

Force in Korea. It is fair to say, though, I think, that John’s 

occupational home, the job he stuck with was in the housing 

department of the local authority, where he was appreciated for his 

methodical diligence and his dependability. And so, it is not 

surprising that he was entrusted with counting electoral votes and 

with going round the houses to conduct the interviews for the 10-

year census. There is no doubt that John took his work seriously 

and he hardly missed a day; all the same he found the time and the 

commitment to contribute significantly to the life of St James, 

where he was part of the men’s club, was frequently seen at the 

lunch box and looked after the maintenance of the church building. 

He fulfilled his elder and church officer duties with the same 

diligence and reliability that he showed at work and with his kind 

and quiet ways was liked by everybody. “A real gent” was the 

verdict of many who knew him. 

John shared his commitment for the church with his wife Ellen, 

whom he met at the Pavilion dance hall, the go to place for the 

youth of Ayrshire in those times. John and Ellen married in 1965 



and were blessed with their son Gordon. The family spent many 

holidays taking in the beauties of Scotland and when Gordon was 

grown up Ellen and John would visit him and his family both in 

England and in Germany. John was incredibly proud of his two 

granddaughters Helen and Becky and took a keen interest in their 

respective careers; when he was still able to, he came down 

regularly to see the girls and family photographs took pride of 

place in his home in Homebriar House.  

John’s gentle and caring nature came to the fore when Ellen fell ill; 

he gave up his work in order to be able to care for her and her loss 

was hard for John. 

And so, it was good that he had lifelong friends and support in his 

church. In Betty Thompson in particular he found a soulmate and 

companion, and he was close to her family, too, driving the 

grandsons Liam and Lewis to their various activities as a matter of 

course in his typically quiet and helpful way.  

Until John was about 84 or 85, he was relatively fit and healthy, he 

was out and about and took part in the activities of Homebriar 

House and the church. In recent times, however, after a broken hip 

and a stroke, life became more challenging and so it was inevitable 

that he had to move to Templeton House, a place he liked, 

although covid made life difficult for him and his family in the 

same way that it made life difficult for all of us. And so, it is my 



sincere hope that it is a comfort for all who cared about John, that 

he did not suffer long, that in the end his passing was peaceful and 

above all that he is now, as I truly believe, beyond pain and 

suffering, beyond weakness and frailty in God’s good hands as we 

all will be one day.  AMEN 

 

6. Intercession 

 

Loving God, 

 

We give you thanks for a life valued by many, valued by you 

beyond his days on this earth, for a man who was liked and 

respected by everyone, a man who cared and loved and in offering 

our thanks we bring before you those who knew John best, who 

have the greatest cause for gratitude and for grief.  

 

We pray for Gordon and Angela, who knew John the longest, were 

his closest family, who were important to John and a large part of 

his life, who are now left with a gap that cannot be filled.  

Grant them comfort in the trust that John is now in your loving 

care and grant them the time and space to grieve for a loving father 

and father-in-law. 

 



We remember in prayer Helen and Becky, who share their parents’ 

pain, miss a loving grandfather, a man who was proud of them and 

spoke of them often, took a keen interest in their lives, a man who 

cannot be replaced. 

Grant them the strengths to support each other and grant them your 

comfort in their loss. 

 

We pray for Michelle and Lesley, for Liam and Lewis who were 

connected to John in friendship and through their mother and 

grandmother Betty and we pray for his many friends at St James, 

who knew and appreciated John’s kind and gentle nature. 

Grant them the love and friendship they need to support and 

comfort each other.  

 

We pray for the staff at Templeton House, who tirelessly work for 

residents like John and who will feel the helplessness and sadness 

when they have to let go of a person they cared for. 

Let them keep their strength and motivation they need to sustain 

them in their work in difficult times and let them know that what 

they do is valued by us and by you. 

 

For all this we pray in Jesus’ name. AMEN 



 

Hymn: Make me a channel of your peace  

 

9. Committal 

 

God is our refuge and our stronghold, a timely help in all our 

troubles 

 John Gibson Anderson is committed into the hands of God, in the 

sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, through our 

Lord Jesus Christ who died, was buried and rose again for us and is 

alive and reigns for evermore. AMEN 

 

 

10. closing prayer 

 

Loving God, 

As we now leave this place to return to the world of work and rest,  

We recognise that our life has changed, changed because a loved 

and loving man, a man who was important to all of us here, is now 

beyond our reach, has gone before us 

And we pray that we may be able to bear this loss,  

 that we find the strength to acknowledge our sadness and our 

grief, that we may find the strength to grieve and to let go, 



We pray for the trust that time will heal our pain and leave us the 

memories we cherish. 

We ask that we are able to support each other and to trust in you 

and that in time we will find the peace that the world cannot give. 

For this we pray in Jesus’ name. AMEN 

 

11. Benediction  

 

And now go forth in peace and be comforted in the assurance of 

God’s love. And the God who is higher than all our understanding, 

God the father, son and holy spirit be with us all now and forever. 

AMEN 

 
 


