
Gail Davidson 
 

 
 

Introduction 

 

The congregation of St James wish to express their heartfelt 

condolences to Gail’s friends and family. We hope that these words 

might be a comfort to you in this difficult time. 

 

Gathering/ Call  

 

 

The grace and the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. 

We have gathered here in this sad hour to take our leave of Gail 

Davidson,  

to remember her life with sadness and with gratitude and to commend 

her to God’s grace,  

We remember Gail with sadness because a loved and loving wife, 

sister, mother, grandmother and friend is no longer with us, we 

remember her with gratitude for all she gave during her life. A life that 

is now beyond our reach, but not, as I firmly believe beyond God’s 

loving care, as was promised to us through Jesus Christ when he said: 

I will be with you to the end of time.  

 



 Prayer 

Gracious God, 

 

You have promised that your unfailing love will follow us all the days 

of our lives, in the days of joy as well as in times of grief. In 

remembering your promise and in bringing our loss before you we also 

remember Gail’s life with gratitude for all that she was to those who 

knew and loved her, and we give you thanks for a fulfilled family life 

and quiet comfort. May it be a consolation to all that Gail’s life was 

valued here on earth and that it is precious to God beyond this life. 

 

We thank you for the memories we share of a selfless life lived for 

others, of duty fulfilled and for moments of relaxed enjoyment on 

holidays or at home. We give you thanks for love given and received 

in Gail’s family and for the people who surrounded her, who were 

important to her. May the thoughts of the past be a comfort when grief 

and loss threaten to become overwhelming. May the memories we 

cherish be a sign for the unfailing love that you have shown to us 

 

We give you thanks for your promise that as your son has risen from 

the dead you will raise us all to eternal life, where we all find 

everlasting peace, peace that this world cannot give. In this sad hour let 

us all remember that you have sent your son Jesus Christ, so none of us 

is lost, that you have sent him to provide a place for each of us, let us 



live in the assurance that Gail has now found a place in your house, as 

we all will. 

 

Loving God, 

 

You know that times of grief and loss can disrupt our lives, change our 

plans, thwart our expectations. May we be able to seek and find your 

comfort in times of pain and confusion and may we be assured that you 

keep us and all our family, living and departed, in your loving hand. 

Loving God, we know that you have loved us before we were born and 

that your son has given his life as a ransom for many. We entrust Gail 

and ourselves to your loving and forgiving care in this time of sadness 

and grief.  

 

For this we pray in Jesus’ name. AMEN 

 

Music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Readings: 

 Reading OT:  Psalm 121  

I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 

    where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 

    the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot slip— 

    he who watches over you will not slumber; 
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 

    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The LORD watches over you— 

    the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, 

    nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD will keep you from all harm— 

    he will watch over your life; 
8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going 

    both now and forevermore. 

 

 Reading NT:  Gospel of John 14  

 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also 

in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would 

I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And 

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 

with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the 

place where I am going.” 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 

you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+John+14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26670a


Eulogy 

 

Let us now take a moment to remember our time with Gail, the love 

and respect she gained throughout her life, let us honour the good 

memories, let us honour the times of sadness and then commend her to 

God’s grace.  

Jesus said: I am going to prepare a place for you and if I go and prepare 

a place for you, I shall come again and take you to myself so that where 

I am you shall be also, and so we take our leave of Gail in the assurance 

that she is now with Christ Jesus, as he has promised to her and to all 

of us. 

And yet, it is hard for all who loved her, for all who accompanied her 

on the path of life, journeyed with her through her time on earth, took 

the steps on the road of time with her, may those be many or few, that 

she is now beyond our reach and so let us take the time to share the 

sorrow we feel for a person who was important to all who have come 

here and to those who grieve from afar and let us take the time to share 

the memories of who Gail was.  

Gail Davidson was born on 19 September 1961 to Ossy, who worked 

as an airport engineer and his wife Elisabeth who served at a petrol 

station. Together with her siblings Lesley, Sandra and Ian she grew up 

in Irvine and she was particularly close to her sisters, whom she saw all 

the time beyond childhood in adult life. At school Gail was smart and 

quiet, the sort of girl teachers love. She was a craft person – a gift she 

has passed on to her daughter Gemma – and at her school Gail started 

a knitting class, a hobby she would cultivate all her life.  



Gail never worked for money, taking responsibility for her husband, 

for her children and for a comfortable home, but she did not only prove 

her skills but also her caring nature when she volunteered for café 

Hope, a place where people struggling with addiction and mental health 

find a space where they are not judged or sneered at.  

Gail met her husband Brian at the dancing at the Orange Club. It was 

not a fairy tale or Hollywood movie. They just fell in love, but their 

love was no less sincere or deep for all that. Throughout her life Gail 

loved her husband and her children and would have done anything for 

each of them. Gail worked hard to support her family, but she was also 

able to relax, be that with a walk through town with her pals Christine 

and Margaret, be that with a book and a coffee (which she drank all the 

time) or in front of the telly enjoying crime programmes and ghost 

stories.  And of course, there was her favourite childhood hobby:  

knitting. Gail could turn her hand to anything, but the baby clothes she 

made were especially beautiful. A highlight for the whole family was 

their holidays at Craig Tara, a favourite place, which daughter Gemma 

wants to turn into a family tradition by taking her own daughter there. 

Gail may have been a quiet lady, but she left her mark in this life, with 

family and friends. 

And so, it must have been a shock to the system that Gail died so 

suddenly – she had only been ill for two or three weeks and was out 

and about on the day of her death. It must be a heartbreak that she died 

at such a young age; it will hurt that many in the family were unable to 

say good-bye. And so, it may be a comfort that Gail did not suffer long 



and that she did not die alone, as so many these days do, that her son 

Johnny was with her, held her as she passed away. And it is my sincere 

hope that you can share my belief, that Gail is now with God, in a place 

where the suffering of the world can no longer hurt her, as we were 

promised: “The sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you from all harm— the LORD will watch over 

your coming and going both now and forevermore”. AMEN 

 

Intercession 

Loving God, 

 

We give you thanks for a special life, for a lady who has left her mark 

on each of us who grieve for her, we give thanks for the privilege to 

have known in Gail a lady full of duty and love to her family, a lady 

who will be remembered with love and respect and in gratitude for her 

life we remember those who were closest to Gail 

 

We remember in our prayer Brian, who shared his life with Gail, shared 

the good times and the hard times, who felt her love, stood by her as 

she stood by him. Grant him the time to grieve and when it is right, the 

courage to let go. 

 

We hold in prayer Lesley and Sandra and Ian, who had known Gail the 

longest, grew up with her, called her sister, and for Andrea who can 



support her husband in his grief. Grant them all the peace, only you can 

give.  

 

We pray for Gemma and Jamie, for John, for Sandra and Gordon, for 

Craig and Sarah and Amy, to whom Gail gave the love and the care of 

a mother and mother of their partners, who have the greatest reason to 

be grateful for Gail’s life. May they find comfort for their pain in each 

other and in you.  

 

We remember in prayer Leah Elizabeth and John Junior and with them 

all the children in the family, who will feel their parents’ pain, will get 

to know their gran in pictures and in stories, will be told about the love 

she gave and received. Grant them the gift of remembering.  

 

We also remember in our prayer Jamie and Lynn, Katie and Martin and 

their children, who lost an aunt and a great aunt, were part of the family, 

knew Gail from childhood. May they be able to support each other and 

find help in you. 

 

We pray for the emergency staff of our community, who work tirelessly 

for patients like Gail, who feel the pain and the helplessness when there 

is a life they cannot safe. Let them all keep their strength and 

enthusiasm for their work for their sake and for ours. 

 

For all this we pray in Jesus name. AMEN 



Music 

 

9. Committal 

 

Do not be afraid, I am the first and the last says the Lord and I am the 

living one. I was dead and now I am alive for evermore. 

 

We have entrusted our sister Gail Davidson into the hands of God. 

We therefore commit her body to be cremated ashes to ashes and dust 

to dust, in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, 

through our Lord Jesus Christ who died was buried and rose again for 

us and is alive and reigns for evermore 

 

10. closing prayer 

 

Loving God, 

As we turn from this place to face the world, as we return to our places 

of work and leisure. we acknowledge before you that our hearts are sore 

and that our wounds are raw. We acknowledge to you the grief of our 

loss, as we say goodbye to Gail. 

Grant us the courage to grieve, grant us the courage to acknowledge 

our loss so others have the chance to comfort us. Grant us the trust that 

Gail may now be beyond our reach but is not beyond your loving care 

and let us look to you in hope, the hope that you have prepared a place 

for all of us, so we may find your comfort and your peace. 

For this we pray in Jesus’ name. AMEN 

 



 

Benediction 

And now the God who is higher than all our understanding, guard you 

and guide you as you go from this place. And the almighty God, father 

son and holy spirit be with us all – (AMEN)  



 


