
 

DAVID YATES 

 
 

 

Introduction 
 
The congregation of St James would like to extend their sincerest 
condolences and friendship to David’s family and friends. We 
hope that these words can give a little comfort in a difficult time.  
 
 
Gathering/ Call  
 
The grace and the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. 

We have gathered here in this sad hour to take our leave of David 

Yates, to remember his life with sadness and with gratitude and to 

commend him to God’s grace,  

We remember David with sadness because a loved and loving 

father, grandfather and great-grandfather is no longer with us, we 

remember him with gratitude for all he meant to those who are 

here today and in our grief, we remember the promise of Jesus 

Christ who said, “I will be with you till the end of time”. 



Prayer 

 

Gracious God, 

You have promised to be our rock and our salvation, you have 

promised us eternal life through your son Jesus Christ, and so we 

entrust to you our loss and our grief but also our hope for David 

and for ourselves, that this life is not the end of all things. 

 

And trusting in your goodness we bring to you in gratitude David’s 

life, all that he was to those who knew and loved him, and we give 

you thanks for the laughter and fun we knew with him; we give 

you thanks for the love and support he gave and received in his 

family. May it be a comfort to all that David’s life was cherished 

and valuable to us and to God.  

 

We thank you for the happy memories of holidays near and far, of 

family life in the garden and in the famous hut, for a useful and 

stable work life, for memories that no one can take from us.  May 

those memories of love and care be a sign for the unfailing love 

that you have shown to us.  

 



We give you thanks for your promise that as your son has risen 

from the dead you will raise us all to eternal life at your right 

hand. In this sad hour let us all remember that you have sent your 

son Jesus Christ, so none of us is lost, that we will all be raised 

imperishable, let us live in the assurance that David has now 

found an eternal place with you, as we all will. 

 

Loving God, 

 

You know that times of grief and loss can be hard to deal with for 

us, can be overwhelming, that we need a space for our sadness, 

live our grief. May we be able to seek and find peace in you and 

support in each other in times of pain. 

Loving God, we know that you have loved us and known us before 

the world was made and that your son has given his life as a 

ransom for many. We entrust David and ourselves to your loving 

care in this time of sadness and grief. 

 

And we pray all this through Jesus Christ, the first to have risen 

from the dead. AMEN 

 

Hymn: morning has broken 



READINGS 

Psalm 121 

1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 
    the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot slip— 
    he who watches over you will not slumber; 
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The LORD watches over you— 
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD will keep you from all harm— 
    he will watch over your life; 
8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going 
    both now and forevermore. 
 
 
Reading NT:  John 14 

 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe 
also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not 
so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place 
for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 
am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26670a


 

5. Eulogy 
 
Let us now take the time to remember David’s life, the love he 

gave and the love he received, let us honour the past and look 

back on what has been and then commend him to God’s grace. 

God has promised that he will not let our foot slip, that he will 

watch over us and does not slumber, that he will  keep us from all 

harm and so I would like to share in this sad hour my firm belief 

with you that nothing can now come between David and God, 

that he is in the loving care of Jesus Christ, who came to this 

world to defeat death and fear, and that we, too, who are left 

behind in grief and sorrow are held in God’s loving hand. And in 

this assurance that has been given to us let us now remember and 

honour who David was. 

David George Yates was born on 14 November 1933 to Robert 

Yates a welder with Newton Welding and his wife Jean as the 

eldest of four brothers and the boys David, Ray, Roy and Alastair 

stayed close to each other all their lives and went out together 

from a young age. David was an adventurous boy in his youth and 

throughout his life he liked a good laugh. More than once he had 

to climb into the house through the skylight, because he was 

home late.  



There was a serious, dutiful side to David as well, though and he 

served his country with the Royal Scots Fusiliers, who deployed 

him to Malaya. Betty and her friends would wave him good-bye 

from Ayr station, when he went. He liked the country and the 

jungle of Malaya and photos from that time captured the interest 

and imagination of all the family for David’s whole life, except 

maybe when he was only able to send one stocking home to 

Betty, this however, was made of pure silk.  

After he came out of the Army David trained to be a plumber and 

he worked with Chapel’s on River Street for most of his life, 

except for a short break when he was employed by the SKEFCO 

company in Irvine. He found though, that the shifts there kept him 

from his family and so he changed back to Chapel’s. Although he 

made many friends, for instance at the Indoor Bowling Club at 

Castlehill church, David was a first and foremost a family man and 

always supportive of his wife, daughter and son in law. He showed 

his help and expertise especially with his practical skills. Thus, he 

helped daughter Lorna and her husband Colin to decorate their 

kitchen – a kitchen that would last until they moved away-, 

breaking through bricks and concrete in the process.  

David was happily married to Elizabeth, whom everyone called 

Betty for 63 years and the Golden Wedding party in Elm’s Court is 



a memory cherished by the whole family. Most of their 

anniversary meals, however, they celebrated together with 

daughter Lorna and son-in-law Colin.  Betty and David enjoyed 

many a memorable holiday. They loved city breaks and drove all 

the way to London and back, but they also liked their bus tours, 

which handily departed from the old Ayr Academy – and of which 

a journey to Switzerland was a particularly good one. And so. 

Looking back to all those wonderful memories it is no wonder that 

Betty, when I met her summed it up in one sentence: “It was a 

good marriage, because we were always happy”. 

Home was just as important to David as holidays and the “hut” in 

the garden, where he hammered and sawed and pottered about 

with his tools for hours and in all weather and where nobody was 

allowed to disturb him. Only his grandchildren and great 

grandchildren where willing and eager apprentices. In fact, he was 

granted one last visit to the hut with great grandson Joe not long 

ago.  

David had been a fit man until his late eighties and his work in the 

garden, especially his border of begonias and his insistence on 

bright green leaves – in contrast to reddish or brownish ones – 

drew favourable comments and admiration from all his 

neighbours. Latterly though, his heart was not as strong as it used 



to be, and age caught up with him. It was David’s wish and the 

family’s decision, after he was released from hospital in 

September, that he would stay at home for his last weeks and 

days, in the loving care of his wife and daughter rather than in an 

anonymous hospital with restricted visiting hours, and so it may 

be a comfort to us all that David died surrounded by love, that 

Lorna and Betty where near him, when he passed away and that 

he is now as I firmly believe in God’s loving care. The family has 

asked me to read a poem that expresses those feelings:  

We little knew that morning that God was going to call your 

name, 

It broke our hearts to lose you, you did not go alone: for part of us 

went with you the day God called your name. 

You left us peaceful memories, your love is still our guide, 

And though we cannot see you, you are always by our side. 

Our family chain is broken, and nothing seems the same, but as 

God calls us one by one the chain will link again. 

AMEN 

 

 

 

 



6. Intercession 
 

Loving God, 

 

We give you thanks for a life that was precious to us and precious 

to you, for a gentleman who loved and was loved, who left a mark 

in the life of those around him and will not be forgotten and in 

offering our thanks we bring before you those who were closest 

to David. 

 

We remember in our prayer David’s wife Betty, who knew David 

the longest, shared her life with him to the very last moments, 

who shared joy and sorrow, who cared for him as he had cared for 

his family 

Grant her the strength to grieve and the courage to entrust her 

husband into your loving hands 

 

We hold in prayer Lorna and Colin, who grieve a father and father-

in-law, whose life was shaped by David and who leave him with 

gratitude and sorrow, who will leave him with memories to 

cherish and to hold dear. 



Grant them the time to acknowledge their loss and the fortitude 

to let go when the time is right.  

 

We hold in prayer Gavin and Ainsley, Neil and Emma, who share 

their parents’ pain, who lost a proud and loving grandfather and a 

great grandfather to their children and who will feel their loss 

keenly, and we pray for Keira, Conner and Joe who will take 

childhood memories with them throughout their lives.  

Grant them the assurance of your love and let them find love and 

support in each other and in their family.  

 

We remember in prayer Ray and Betty who lost a brother and 

brother-in-law and with them all David’s family, who are united 

with us in grief May they find love and care in you and in others in 

this difficult time. And at this time, we take a moment to 

remember Roy and Alistair and all who departed before David. 

For all this we pray in Jesus’ name. AMEN 

Hymn: Immortal, invisible, God only wise 



 Committal 

The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is 
sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power.  
 David George Yates is committed into the hands of God in the 
sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ who died was buried and rose again for us 
and is alive and reigns for evermore. 
 

closing prayer 

 

Loving God, 

As we turn now from this place into the world, 

As we return to our daily lives of work and rest, 

As we return to a life that is changed because David, a loved and 

loving, father, grandfather, and great grandfather, a family man, a 

man we cared for and were close to is no longer here, is beyond 

our reach 

We pray that our troubled hearts may find rest,  

We ask that we find the courage to grieve and the strength to let 

go, 

And that in time the tears of loss will turn into smiles of happy 

memories. We ask that we can find comfort in you and in each 

other, that we will find the peace you have promised to us and to 

everyone. 

For this we pray in Jesus’ name. AMEN 



11. Benediction  
 
And now go forth in peace and be comforted in the assurance of 

God’s love. 

 And the God who is higher than all our understanding, 

 God the father, son and holy spirit, be with us all now and 

forever. AMEN 

 
 


